History of Life 2002

The History of Life, class survey 12/11/2001


End-of-course survey for History of Life on Earth

This course is new (in its 2nd year and much changed from the 1st year) and in some respects experimental. I would like to ask for a little of your time to help improve this course for future students. While you will receive a general survey from Ithaca College on Thursday December 12, I have some more specific questions on which I would be grateful for your feedback. 

You will receive credit for doing this survey (as part of “class participation”), but the survey is anonymous. When you hand this in, I will rip off the top sheet with your name on it, and keep that as a record of your participation. 

(By the way, the mid-semester surveys you filled out were compiled and, for awhile, posted to the class website. Although I have been unable to follow up on some of the very useful suggestions, please be assured that these suggestions will also be used in future planning.)

Thank you very much for your time and thoughts! 

Your name ___________________________

Please indicate your year:   __freshman       __ sophomore      __ junior     ___ senior

On the scales, please circle a number or put a hash mark along the scale.

Example: 1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
Please compare this class in the following ways to “typical” classes you have taken at Ithaca College:

Relative to typical classes you have taken, this class has been:


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	much more work
	somewhat more work
	about the same amount of work
	somewhat less work
	much less work



1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	much more difficult to do well in
	somewhat more difficult to succeed in
	about the same amount of difficulty for succeeding
	somewhat easier to do well in
	much easier to do well in



1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	conceptually much more difficult for me to understand
	conceptually somewhat more difficult for me to understand
	about the same degree of conceptual difficulty
	conceptually somewhat easier for me to understand
	conceptually much easier for me to understand


Media Projects

Did the “media projects” increase your awareness of different forms of literature in the field of science (for example, original scientific research, commentary for other scientists, reports for the general public)?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Did the media projects increase your awareness of the potential differences between the original scientific report and the kinds of news that are written about it, for example that you might see in a magazine or newspaper?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Did the media project help increase your awareness of the amount of news materials in general that are available on the Internet?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Did the media project increase your ability to analyze why certain scientific research is considered important and worthy of being reported to the media?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Did you find that reading literature of your choice for the Media Project was an interesting and educational experience?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Overall, do you think the media project was educationally a useful and interesting enough exercise to recommend that future classes do this project?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	probably, with minor revisions
	perhaps, with a number of revisions
	probably not, or would need a major overhaul
	no, definitely not


Do you have any suggestions for improving the Media Project or other comments about it?

Peer-reviewed Research Projects

Receiving reviews:

Some people received reviews that varied significantly in detail, quality, and even opinions, and this might have seemed surprising, though it is typical of “real-life.” Some reviews may have seemed helpful, others not.

Do you feel that receiving reviews from peers rather than from the instructor helped you see your work with new eyes?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Do you feel that knowing that other students would (anonymously) look at and rate your paper prompted you to work harder to write a better paper? (or less hard)?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	much harder
	a little harder
	the same as always
	not as hard
	much less hard


Giving reviews:

Do you feel that reviewing papers written by others helped you to think more critically about how others see your work, and thus will potentially improve your own work?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	very true
	a little true
	not true


Did you feel the quality your peers’ papers you reviewed were:


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	much higher than you expected
	higher than you expected
	about the same as you expected
	lower than you expected
	much lower than you expected


Other issues:

Did you find that doing a report on a topic of your choice for the Research Project was an interesting and educational experience?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


Did you find having access to reading over 80 papers from your student peers to be interesting and educational?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	no


About how many (if any) papers did you read other than the three you reviewed, simply out of interest? _____

Overall, do you think the peer-reviewed research project was educationally a useful and interesting enough exercise to recommend that future classes do this project?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	probably, with minor revisions
	perhaps, with a number of revisions
	probably not, or would need a major overhaul
	no, definitely not


Do you have any suggestions for improving the Research Project or other comments about it?

Public opinion essays and critiques
The public policy opinion essays were intended to increase your awareness of some major public policy science issues related in some way to paleontology. Overall, do you feel that writing an opinion and reading the opinions of others increase your knowledge of the issues and diversity of opinions?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	probably, with minor revisions
	perhaps, with a number of revisions
	probably not, or would need a major overhaul
	no, definitely not


After I received critiques to the opinions (the so-called “responses”), those that were most often cited as well-written opinions and those cited as new perspectives were highlighted in the list of opinions the web. (The highlighting stopped a few weeks ago when I lost my teaching assistant, but I plan to finish the rest). Did you refer to this highlighting at all?

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	somewhat
	not at all


If you did look at the highlighting at least once [otherwise skip this one], was it useful or enlightening to see what kinds of opinions your peers found most effective or new?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	yes, fairly useful
	somewhat useful
	not really very useful
	not useful at all


If you were aware of this highlighting [otherwise skip this one], was knowledge of the potential that your opinion might be cited ever an incentive to do a better job on your opinions?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	a fair degree of incentive
	some incentive
	not much of an incentive
	not an incentive at all


When you did your “critiques” to determine which opinions seemed best written and most insightful, how much effort did you expend on making careful choices? 

                      1---------------------------------2-------------------------------------3

	much
	some
	none at all


Overall, do you think the public policy opinion exercises were educationally a useful and interesting enough to recommend that future classes do them?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely
	probably, with minor revisions
	perhaps, with a number of revisions
	probably not, or would need a major overhaul
	no, definitely not


Do you have any other comments about the public policy opinion assignments? 

Contrasting the projects

Please assume for this question that the following activities were run well (that is, that issues with logistics and organization that may have been faced this year are ironed out). Please give a numerical value from 7 to 1, in which “1” is best, of the educational value of each of the following projects and activities. If you did not do the activity, please simply leave the line blank. Of course, several of these are still in progress.

___ media projects

___ peer-review project

___ public policy opinions

___ midterm review in class and answers on web

___ in-class fossil research activities (using mastodon sediment in September and Devonian shale in December)

___ use of video from documentaries in class

Please very rough estimate the number of hours you will spend in total this semester working on the following:

___ the two media projects

___ the peer-review project

___ the public policy opinions

___ studying for the midterm exam, quizzes, and final exam

Grade weightings

Early in the semester I asked everyone to submit their choice of grade weightings for exams, projects, etc. The grades for each project and exam are re-calculated to have the same average, therefore no one grade is inherently easier or harder to well on. The weighting are intended for you to be able to choose to weight, for example, projects more heavily if you are uncomfortable with exams. 

Has this system had a positive or negative impact on your confidence or stress level?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	positive: I feel much better about being able to choose my own weightings & being able to work toward my strengths
	positive: I feel a bit better about being able to work toward my strengths
	I’m neutral – it had no influence on me either positively or negatively
	negative:  I feel a bit more worried about my choices of weightings than if they had simply been assigned to me
	negative: this added rather than relieved stress and I would rather simply have the weightings fixed and the same for everyone


How do you feel about this system?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	keep the system as is, it works well
	keep the system, but make a few minor revisions
	possibly keep, but make a number of revisions
	abandon this system, or make a major overhaul
	get rid of this system


Do you have suggestions?

Class attendance

As you all know, only about 2/3 (sometimes fewer) of the enrolled students attend any given class. I think that to improve this class I need to figure out what attracts students to class (or drives them away!). Remember that this survey is anonymous, so you can answer these questions honestly. Some of you, especially the first to take this survey, have attended every class, and I’d like to know from you what brought you to class?

First, I need to ask this:

There have been 26 classes up to December 5 (there will be 28 in total by Dec 12). Of these 26, approximately how many have you attended? _____

Of these missed classes, approximately how many did you miss that were somehow unavoidable (e.g., the first week to two, when you were still looking around for classes; sickness; out-of-town travel). _____

Now, given this background, I need input on two related issues, educational (or entertainment) value of coming to class and factors influencing class attendance. The two aren’t exactly the same, since you might feel a class is educationally useful or interesting but still to hard to attend (at, say, 8 am), or you may feel a course is useless but attend every class in order to take quizzes and get a better grade.: 

1. Educational (and interest) value: What do you feel class attendance at classes in this course should offer that cannot be achieved by other means (such as reading lecture notes on the web and relying on previous knowledge)? And to what degree does the class already offer this or not?

2. Stimuli to increase class attendance: Answer this depending on your attendance: If you came to most or all of the classes, what prompted you to do so? [otherwise skip]

Or if you missed a substantial number of classes, what were the primary reasons for doing so?

What (if anything) would have prompted you to attend class regularly? 

Previous knowledge

Some students come in with substantial previous knowledge about dinosaurs and may be able to coast through the class, while others struggle to catch up. The variation may require some differences in planning in the future.

What percentage of the material in this class would you estimate you already knew before attending this class?

_____%      

The content that you already knew came most from (please score as follows: 3=much, 2=some, 1=little, 0=none): 

____ other science classes I have had, either in college or before

____ my personal interest as a children in dinosaurs and/or other prehistoric beasts

____  my personal interest within the past few years, from documentaries or things I’ve read
Lecture notes on the web

Lectures notes were posted for the midterm and next week will be posted for the final exam. (In the future such lecture notes will be available throughout the semester.) Did you use the lecture notes on the class website for studying for the midterm exam?

Yes ____  No ____

If you did use the notes, were they useful for studying and doing well on the midterm exam?

1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	yes, definitely useful
	yes, fairly useful
	somewhat
	not very useful
	no, not useful at all


Did expectation of lecture notes on the Web play any part in deciding whether it was relevant to come to class?


1--------------------2---------------------3---------------------4-------------------5
	I decided I didn’t need to come because the lecture notes were available
	I decided I could miss class occasionally because the lecture notes were available 
	a couple times I decided I could miss class because the lecture notes were available
	it occurred to me that I could miss because of the lecture notes, but I mostly came anyway
	no, the lecture notes had nothing to do with my attendance


Summary

Overall, which aspect(s) of the course do you think will benefit you most educationally (if any)? [could be content, could be a way of thinking about things, could be awareness of something like Internet-based literature, could be experience or method such as peer-review, etc]

What, if anything, do you feel you are more likely to read or otherwise learn about in the future because of taking this class?

Which aspects of this course would you add to or expand?

Which aspects of this course would you contract or delete?

Which aspects of this course would you improve?

Theoretically speaking (that is, if theses courses existed), would you consider taking any of the following courses in the future? (Whatever you may have thought of The History of Life, assume for the sake of these questions that these courses would be of high quality)

Science of Earth Systems: How the Earth works, and history of the Earth

(offered as the same sort of class to satisfy science requirements as The History of Life)

___ Would have considered it, but I’d have no opportunity with my future schedule and class requirements
___ Would not be interested

___ Might be interested

___ Would definitely be interested

Global change: Significant changes to Earth and life in the 21st century

(offered as the same sort of class to satisfy science requirements as The History of Life)

___ Would have considered it, but I’d have no opportunity with my future schedule and class requirements
___ Would not be interested

___ Might be interested

___ Would definitely be interested

Paleobiology: Theoretical issues in paleontology

(offered as a class in the Biology Department)

___ Would have considered it, but I’d have no opportunity with my future schedule and class requirements
___ Would not be interested

___ Might be interested

___ Would definitely be interested

Thank you again for your input!

or
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