State Fossils
of the Northeast

Thestatefossilstell the geologic history of the Northeast intheir own way (Figure4.34). New York and
Pennsylvaniaare dominated by Paleozoic sedimentary rocksfrom theinland ocean and their statefossils, aeuryp-
terid andtrilobite, reflect thishistory. Because of itspreservation in only the salty shallow seadepositsof the
Silurian, theeurypteridin particular istestimony to theriseandfall of sealevel intheinland ocean during thistime.
Northern Maine, whichwas only weakly metamorphosed during the mountain-buil ding events of the Paleozoic,
preservesthe Devonianfossi| plant, Perticaquadrifaria. Thisrarefossil wasfirst discoveredin Maineand reflects
thevascularization and diversification of plantsduring thisperiod in geologic history. New Jersey, Connecticut and
Massachusettsall have dinosaur footprintsastheir statefossil. Not surprisingly, therift basins of the Northeast that
preserve M esozoi ¢ sedimentary rock inwhich onemight be ableto find dinosaur fossilsor traces, cut through each
of these states. Cretaceousbelemnites, the statefossil of Delaware, are preserved in abundancein Delaware
Cretaceous sediments, indicative of the changein sealifesincethe Paleozoic. Gastropodsfrom the Tertiary, found
at thefamousfossil-collecting location, Calvert Cliffs, Maryland, arethe statefossil of Maryland. Thebelugawhae
fromlate Pleistocene depositsof the Champlain seaway isthe statefossi| of Vermont. Buried in sediment whenthe
ice sheet retreated and L ake Champlain wasflooded by ocean water, thewhaleisaspectacular reminder of the
relatively recent iceage history of the Northeast.
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Figure 4.34: State fossils of the
Northeast reflect the geology
of the region.

Eurypterid
Eurypterus remipes, Silurian
Sea scorpian; more common

in NY than any other state.

Trilobite

Phacops rana, Devonian

Dinosaur: Hadrosaur
Hadrosaurus foulki, Cretaceous

Belemnite (cephalopod)

Belemnite americana, Cretaceous

Gastropod (shail)

Ecphora gardnerae gardnerae, Tertiary
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