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When Baltica (proto-Europe) finally collided with North America

around 380 million years ago in the middle Devonian, the exotic terranes

making up New England

were in between the collid-

ing continents.  The terranes

(and the eastern margin of

North America) were

squeezed, folded, metamor-

phosed and intruded by

magma.  This collision with

Baltica and North America

formed yet another tall

mountain chain, the Acadian

Mountains, along the eastern

margin of North America.

The Acadian mountains were similar to the Taconic and Grenville mountains of

the past which had since eroded (Figure 1.13).  Just as in the Taconic mountain-

building period, compression from the Acadian continental collision warped the

crust downward, reinforcing the inland ocean. The Queenston Delta was

buried by new sediments eroding from the western side of the Acadian moun-

tains.  These sediments, known as the Catskill Delta, created a new wedge

of sediments stretching into a

shallow inland sea.

During this time, North

America gradually began to move

closer to its present geography and

assume the north-south alignment

we see today.    At the time of the

Acadian mountain building and

subsequent erosion during the

Devonian, the Northeast was at the
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Equator and experiencing the associated tropical climate (Figure 1.15).  Baltica

(proto-Europe) and North America were united as one larger landmass.

Africa, South America, India, Australia, Antarctica and Florida were all

combined as one continent (Gondwana) in the southern hemisphere.  The

continents were gradually merging to become one.


