Mineral Resources

beryl: Be,AL(Si O,,)

mineral feldspar hasseveral relatively rarevarietiesfoundin Pennsylvaniathat are -
sold asthe gemstones sunstone and moonstone. Amethyst, smoky quartz, agate, °  Though not found in the North-

; ; ; ; ; east, the precious stone emerald
garnet and beryl arealsofoundintheregion. Beryl iscommonin granitesand is the green variety of beryl.
pegmatitesand comesinavariety of colors.

Feldspars
Feldspar is an extremely common, rock-forming mineral found throughout the North- . :
east in igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. There are two groups of feld- . P eldspar.s iz comme'rczally used
spar: alkali feldspar (which ranges from potassium (K)-rich KAISi,O, to sodium (Na)- : inceramics and scouring powders.

rich NaAlSi,0,) and plagioclase feldspar (which ranges from sodium (Na)-rich
NaAlSi, O, to calcium (Ca)-rich CaAlSi,O,). Potassium feldspars of the alkali group
are commonly seen as pink crystals in igneous and metamorphic rocks, or pink grains
in sedimentary rocks. Plagioclase feldspars are even more abundant than the alkali
feldspars, ranging in color from light to dark. Sunstone and moonstone, gem varieties
of plagioclase feldspar, are found throughout the Appalachian/Piedmont region, par-
ticularly in Pennsylvania.

Mineral Resources of the Coastal Plain
Region 3 ;

The Coastal Plain region of the Northeast hasvery few mineral producing
locdlities. Gypsum and magnesium compounds arethe extent of the current

minera production, and kaolinwasproduced inthe past in Maryland. The . see Rocks, p.46,

. . . ° th
Coastal Plain, madeentirely of awedge of loose sediments (not cemented or : Jor more on the
compacted sufficiently to have become sedimentary rock), doesnot havethe : sediments.

abundance of valuable minerasand oresfound in igneousand metamorphic
rocks, nor the proper conditionsto create such mineras. Unliketheother re-
gions, minerasare concentrated inthe Coastal Plain only through density separa-
tion by streamsand wave action along the shoreline.
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