Non-Mineral Resources

Non-Mineral Resources
of the Northeastern US:

Non-mineral resourcesinclude: the sedimentary, igneousand metamor-
phicrock that we quarry for buildings, monuments, construction and decoration,
depositsfrom the glaciersthat covered much of the Northeast over thelast two
millionyears, such asclay, peat, sand and gravel; and the soil, which providesthe
nutrientsand mineralsfor crops, forestsand grasdands. Non-mineral resources
also encompassthefossil fuels: cod, oil andgas. Just asminerdsarevita tothe
economy and functioning of modern civilization, sotoo arethe non-minera
resourcesfoundinthe Northeast. According totheMinera Information Institute,
every American bornwill needinalifetime, on average, 3.75 million pounds (1.7
million kilograms) of natural resources, including mineras(Figure7.1). Themaps
inthischapter depict the principal non-minera resourcescurrently beingminedin
each region of the Northeast.
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3.75 million pounds of minerals, metals and fuels in a lifetime.
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Figure 7.1: Mineral Information Institute mineral
and non-mineral resources statistics.
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