Fossil Fuel Resources
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Fossil Fuel Resources of the

Blue Ridge & Piedmont
Region 1
Coal

Bituminouscoalsoccur insmall, isolated Triassic-Jdurassicrift basinsof the
North Carolinaand Virginiapiedmont (Figure8.4). Theriftsformed asthe super-
continent Pangeabroke apart, creating numerous cracksin the crust aong themar-
ginof North America, Africaand England. Theseriftsbecamebasins, whichfilled
with sediment during the M esozoic Era, sometimes becoming swampy lowlands.
Peats accumulated in these swamps and were altered to coal when they were bur-
ied. Noneof the coalsdeposited in therift basinsis currently mined, but they have
had historical production.

TheRichmond Basin of Virginiawasthenation’sfirst mgjor cod field, dis-
coveredin 1699. Thefirst coal wasminedintheUnited Statesat thissitein 1750
and usedto fuel blacksmithforges. Mining waslimited mostly to theearly 1800’s.
Theonly notable coa depositsinthe Mesozoic rift basinsof the Southeast arethose
of theDeep River rift basninNorth Carolina. Thecodfied
occupiesazone about 35 mileslong and 5to 10 miles
wide. Bituminouscoa bedsrangefromafew inchesto
48 inchesthick, and were mined inter-
mittently from 1854 t0 1953. Pro-
duction during 1949 was around
14,000 tons, but the coal seamis
deeply buried and badly broken by nu-
merous dissecting faults, and mining
ceased in 1953. It is estimated that
110,337,000 tons of steam and coking
cod remain.
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Figure 8.4: Coal in the Blue
Ridge & Piedmont Region is
found only in the Triassic-
Jurassic age rift basins.

Oil & Gas
Oil and gasare not produced in the Blue Ridge and Piedmont region. Theareais
underlain primarily by igneousand metamor phic rocks, which do not form under
the conditions necessary to produce oil and gas.
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